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no morality, no immutable right and wrong, in
an impost or a free list. It has been the fash-
ion to refer to Mr. Disraeli's declaration that free
trade was " a mere question of expediency " as a
proof of that gentleman's cynical indifference to
moral principles. That the late Earl of Beacons-
field had no deep convictions on any subject may
be readily admitted, but in this instance he uttered
a very plain and simple truth, which all the talk
in the world about free trade as the harbinger and
foundation of universal peace on earth cannot dis-
guise.

Mr. Webster never at any time treated the
question of free trade or protection as anything
but one of expediency. Under the lead of Mr.
Calhoun, in 1816, the South and West initiated a
protective policy, and after twelve years it had
become firmly established and New England had
adapted herself to it. Mr. Webster, as a New
England representative, resisted the protective
policy at the outset as against her interests, but
when she had conformed to the new conditions, he
came over to its support simply on the ground of
expediency. He rested the defence of his new
position upon the doctrine which he had always
consistently preached, that uniformity and perma-
nency were the essential and sound conditions of
any policy, whether of free trade or protection.
In 1828, neither at the dinner in Boston nor in
the Senate, did he enter into any discussion of